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Background

● Grew up in Queens in the 1980s

● Inspired by Hip-hop culture and 

exploring cyberspace as a child.

● Work is a hybrid of art, 

technology, social engagement, 

and interdisciplinary research. 

Looks at systems and form as well 

as collaborative knowledge and 

resilient communities.



Hip Hop Word Count

Online searchable database that analyzes the language in hip hop and 
looks at hip-hop as a cultural indicator. 

Used for research, visualizations, and teaching (Rap Research Lab)

Database contains 200,000+ songs, 30,000+ artists, and 60,000+ albums 
(as of 2015), records begin in 1979.





Maximum Distance. Minimum Displacement.
Mapper’s Delight

Drawing data from linguistic analysis of hip-hop, 

Uses geographic mentions from complete bodies 

of work of 12 rappers using a language analysis 

database he invented. 

Locations were translated to geographic 

coordinates, and then made into points that plot 

the movements of an industrial robot arm.

Each unique shape represents the global distance 

traveled by the content in each artist’s lyrics.



https://youtu.be/virTbOgnq4s?t=295

https://youtu.be/virTbOgnq4s?t=295




Picasso, Baby!

Network graph visualizing the 

connections between rappers and 

modern/contemporary painters that 

are name dropped in their music. 

Interactive visual

http://www.picassobaby.net/network/




Discussion:

Tahir Hemphill asks who the data about a certain culture belongs to - is there 
cultural appropriation within data?

Hemphill plays in a few different mediums but centers on one dataset. Are 
there any other designers/artists you can think of that follow a similar 
approach?


