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Otto Neurath
Early Life:

Born 1882 in Vienna, Austria

Neurath Received a PhD in political science 
and statistics from the University of Berlin 
(1906)



Otto Neurath
Career:

Philosopher, sociologist, political economist

Founded various socialist groups, promoting 
better housing and city planning options for its 
members

Logical positivist and author of the Vienna 
Circle’s manifesto

Logical positivist: Belief that only statements verifiable through direct 
observation or logical proof are meaningful

Creator of the visual language known as...

Isotype



Otto Neurath
Isotype:

In 1923, he founded a museum called 
Siedlungsmuseum.

To make the museum understandable for 
everyone, Neurath spent extra time to 
focus on the visual language throughout 
the museum

Neurath created Isotype, a symbolic way 
of representing quantitative information 
via easily interpretable icons.



Otto Neurath
Perspective:

-By creating the Isotype, Neurath hoped he 
could satisfy his philosophical, political, and 
aesthetic views all at once.

-Not only would it help educate the common 
Viennese man, but he also believed it might 
widen the sphere of peaceful cooperation across 
the world.

-“The more cooperative man is,” he declared, 
“the more ‘modern’ he is.”

http://www.cabinetmagazine.org/issues/24/pendle.php

http://www.cabinetmagazine.org/issues/24/pendle.php
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Revisiting the Isotype Today

https://medium.com/nightingale/explaining-a-single-isotype-creating-simplicity-from-complexity-15c174580336

http://isotyperevisited.org/2010/09/isotype-revisited.html?source=post_page-----15c174580336----------------------

https://medium.com/nightingale/explaining-a-single-isotype-creating-simplicity-from-complexity-15c174580336
http://isotyperevisited.org/2010/09/isotype-revisited.html?source=post_page-----15c174580336----------------------


Discussion

-How do we use isotypes and iconography today?

-In what situations is isotype and similar symbology 
best used? Is there a limit to the level of complexity it 
can convey? Is isotype oversimplifying?

-Is there still room for innovation using isotype?


