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History of The Washington Post

The Washington Post began publishing in 1877. It had a circulation of 10,000, contained
four pages and cost three cents a copy.

 In 1933, it was purchased out of receivership by the Meyer (Graham) family.

 In1972, The Washington Post was infamous in reporting on and playing a large part of
exposing the Watergate scandal.

 In 1984, The Post initiated a redesign of the paper emphasizing clarity, placement and
reader ease. This was the first complete redesign of the paper in fifty years.



The Era of Bezos

* |In 2013, Jeff Bezos bought The Washington Post.

* “...help transform the Post from a local print-focused publication to a globally recognized
digital brand” (Donald Graham).

* "lt seemed to us that ownership by somebody who had immense knowledge of the future,
of technology, of ways to deliver information to readers brought a big plus with it” (Donald
Graham).

Source: CNN Business


https://www.cnn.com/2019/08/16/media/jeff-bezos-donald-graham/index.html
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Visualizations I liked



Visualizing
Voter Data

Source: The Washington Post

Additional Information: The Washington Post

Exit poll results from National Election Pool

As polls closed nationwide Tuesday night, see how voters from different backgrounds across

the nation cast their ballots.

This is how  white men with no college degree voted.
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/politics/2016-election/exit-polls/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/politics/2016-election/2016-election-graphics/?tid=graphics-story

Mapping Diversity to Geography

Source: The Washington Post

CHOOSE A YEAR

1990 2000 2010 2016*
SELECT
s = Randalls and =y ( S
Race L Wards Islands Bllk‘e.r.s |5|'md
. .
FILTER
Black White
® Asian ® Hispanic
® Native ® Other

@ Dots represent population density * 2016 figures are estimates


https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/national/segregation-us-cities/

Tackling Gun Violence

Source: The Washington Post

frins A

1,207 killed

The people who were killed came from nearly every imaginable

race, religion and socioeconomic background. Their ages range

from the unborn to the elderly; 191 were children and teenagers .

In addition, thousands of survivors were left with devastating

injuries, shattered families and psychological scars.

CLICK ON AN ICON FOR DETAILS ABOUT EACH VICTIM.

Justin Meek, a 23-year-old man, was
one of 12 victims killed in the
Borderline Bar & Grill shooting in
Thousand Oaks, Calif., on Nov. 7,
2018.

CLICK ICON TO READ ABOUT THIS
SHOOTING



https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/national/mass-shootings-in-america/

Exploring Technological Development

Source: The Washington Post

HOW DID PEOPLE WATCH VIDEOS?

Share of U.S. home entertainment spending by format

4 Hover to see details for each year

Tapes* DVDs Digital
100%
88%
o
12%
[ )
/
0% — ——
1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015
You were Age

born 15


https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2017/entertainment/tech-generations/

Visualizations I disliked



Exposing Ownership of Organic Brands

Source: The Washington Post

{3 Hover on an organic brand to see its corporate parent. Brands are shown in order of acquisition date. Or, see a list of organic brands owned by each processor.

MOM Brands So Delicious Annie's Michael Foods Rudi's Organic Van's Natural PowerBarPric
Malt-O-Mea Homegrown

anad Bettervats

Bakery Foods

Olafson's Golden Boy Earthbound Dakotz Happy Family
Baking Farm arowers rPaste

Plum Organics Green Immaculate New Morning Erewhor BluePrint Campbell Soup
Mountain Baking

Coffee



https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/business/organic-brands/

Exploring the Impacts of a Trade War

Source: The Washington Post
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o
°

T N/ Phoénix
Los Angeles and the nation's biggest
metro areas have the largest direct
ties to exports: 3.8 million jobs and
$1.2 trillion in goods and services.
But those connections make up a
below-average share of the cities'
giant economies.

Alaska

~ Hawaii

The historic core of America's auto
industry around Detroit still
contains many counties with
vehicle plants and high " o s
concentrations of‘e)k(pqrgpote

5298 SRR 5 0076 Y
S50 0 UAtlanta - -5% ° o The Carolinas' 20th-
O e ?lib(?'é" _LhLr. 7 century textile mills
diel . waC Ao"‘ Tottien, have mostly given way
ox el e 5 P ome e O to plants making
e N dgeos - Lot to X exportable products

(QB% : /) N like vehicles, jet

) engines, electronics

Florida tourism dwarfs and pharmaceuticals.

trade-related businesses

and jobs. But even in the Ao
shadow of attractions such . Miami
as Disney World, advanced .
manufacturing is growing.


https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/business/trade-exposure/

Connecting to Jaques Bertin

Shape
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Color
Hue

Color
Value

Color
Intensity

Texture

Points

|

Lines

possible, but too
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Best to
show

cartogram

qualitative
differences

cartogram

quantitative
differences

qualitative
differences
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differences

qualitative
differences

o |\ qualitative &
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differences

The examples use:

Color Hue

Color Value

Colour Intensity

Size (Point and Line)



Questions

1.  Without Bezos role in shaping the newspaper would the graphics department be as
comprehensive?

2. What other trends do you see in data journalism that The Washington Post could
explore?

3. Which Retinal Variables do you think the Washington Post Graphics Departments utilize?
|s there more variables they should be using?



Thank you!

For the Washington Post twitter feed | @PostGraphics



https://twitter.com/PostGraphics?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor

