
The United States and the 
Soviet Union signed an 
Agreement on Measures to  
Reduce the Risk of Outbreak 
of Nuclear War on September 
30, 1971. It provided  
for nuclear safeguards,  
immediate notification  
of an unexplained nuclear  
detonation, and advance 
notice of missile  
launches. They also agreed 
to improve the hotline.

Intermediate Range Nuclear 
Force (INF) negotiations 
between the United States 
and the Soviet Union began  
in Geneva on November 30, 
1981. The United States  
formally presented its  
Zero-Zero proposal.

Brezhnev‘s visit to the 
United States resulted in 
47 hours of meetings with 
Nixon in Washington, Camp 
David, and San Clemente from 
June 18-24, 1973. The two 
leaders signed nine accords, 
including an Agreement on 
the Prevention of Nuclear 
War and an Agreement on Basic 
Principles of Negotiations 
on the Further Limitation of 
Strategic Offensive Arms.

The United States and the 
Soviet Union initialed a di-
plomatic note in Washington 
on July 17, 1984, agreeing to 
make technical improvements 
to the 21-year-old Direct 
Communications Link, or 
»hotline« between Washington 
and Moscow.

The United States and its 
NATO Allies presented a new 
proposal at the MBFR talks  
in Vienna in December 1985,  
offering to negotiate a 
joint reduction in U.S.- 
Soviet force levels in 
Central Europe and a sub-
sequent 3-year »collective 
no-increase commitment« on 
Eastern and Western forces.

On May 4, 1987, U.S. and 
Soviet negotiators in Geneva 
reached an agreement on a 
draft joint text to estab-
lish Nuclear Risk Reduction 
Centers in Washington and 
Moscow.

Reagan and Gorbachev exchan-
ged and signed ratification 
documents on the Intermedia-
te-Range Nuclear Forces  
Treaty, which the Supreme 
Soviet and the U.S. Senate 
had approved on May 23 and 
27, respectively. The two 
leaders also discussed nuc-
lear nonproliferation;  
the Nuclear Risk Reduction 
Centers established in  
Moscow and Washington; the 
status of ongoing negoti-
ations toward a comprehen-
sive, effectively verifi-
able, and truly global ban 
on chemical weapons; and 
the status of conventional 
forces negotiations.
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Action-Reaction
In June 1947,  
the US submitted  
proposals, know as 
the Baruch Plan, 
for the creation 
of an Internatio-
nal Atomic Energy 
Development Au-
thority to control 
all phases of the 
development and use 
of atomic energy. 
The United States 
offered to destroy 
its atomic weapons 
after internati-
onal control and 
inspection became 
effective. The So-
viet Union rejected 
the proposal.

On April 14, 1949, 
twelve Western 
nations signed 
the North Atlantic 
Treaty providing 
for mutual support 
in the event of a 
military attack on 
any of the parties 
to the treaty and 
established the 
North Atlantic 
Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO). The 
original members of 
NATO were Belgium, 
Canada, Denmark, 
France, Iceland, 
Italy, Luxembourg, 
the Netherlands, 

The United States 
and 63 other 
nations boycotted 
the XXII Olympics, 
which were held 
in Moscow in the 
summer of 1980.

The Cold War was a period of geopolitical 
tension between the Soviet Union with  
its satellite states (the Eastern Bloc), 
and the United States with its allies  
(the Western Bloc) after World War II.

Visualizing the dataset of tests of  
nuclear bombs from Russia and the US shows 
that each party reacted to each other. 
The cold war was characterized by action 
and responding reactions, but thanks to 

diplomacy and a healthy portion of  
luck, the two blocs solved the tension 
peacefully — until now. 

United States.....at top...............Peak: 69 (1962)
Russia............at bottom............Peak: 72 (1962)

= one nuclear test

While in Berlin in 
January, 1983,  
Vice President Bush  
read an »open let-
ter« to Europe from 
President Reagan, 
in which Reagan 
proposed to  
Andropov »that he 
and I meet wherever 
and whenever he 
wants in order to 
sign an agreement 
banning U.S. and 
Soviet intermedia-
te-range land-based 
nuclear missile we-
apons from the face 
of the earth.«

On May 8, 1987, 
the United States 
presented a draft 
START treaty in 
Geneva that propo-
sed the reduction 
of U.S. and Soviet 
strategic nuclear 
arms by 50 percent.

On November 1, 
1952, the United 
States announced  
it had successfully 
detonated a  
hydrogen bomb.

President Dwight  
D. Eisenhower 
signed the Atomic 
Energy Act in 
August 1954 to au-
thorize the inter-
national exchange 
of information on 
the peaceful uses 
of atomic energy, 
and endorsed the 
development of 
commercial nuclear 
power.

The United States and the  
Soviet Union signed a  
memorandum of understanding 
in Geneva in June 1963 to  
establish a direct communica-
tions link, or »hotline«  
between the two governments 
for use in a crisis.
In August 1963, the United 
States, the Soviet Union, and 
the United Kingdom signed the 
Limited Test Ban Treaty  
outlawing nuclear tests in  
the atmosphere, in outer  
space, and underwater.

On July 1, 1968, sixty-two 
nations, including the United 
States, the Soviet Union, and 
the United Kingdom, signed 
the Nuclear Nonproliferation 
Treaty, designed to prevent 
the spread of nuclear weapons 
and encourage the peaceful 
uses of atomic energy.

The United States and the 
Soviet Union held preliminary 
Strategic Arms Limitation 
Talks (SALT) in Helsinki on 
November 17, 1969. Formal SALT 
negotiations began in Vienna 
on April 16, 1970.

Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei 
Gromyko announced the suspen-
sion of Soviet nuclear weapons 
tests on March 31, 1958. On  
October 25, the United States 
and Great Britain agreed to 
suspend nuclear weapons testing 
for one year. Three-power talks 
on a more permanent ban of  
nuclear testing began at Geneva 
on October 31.

Despite U.S. 
efforts, mainland 
China became a 
Communist People‘s 
Republic. The 
Soviets and the 
Chinese signed a 
Sino-Soviet Treaty 
of Friendship on 
February 14, 1950

On August 8, 1953, 
the Soviet Union 
announced it  
had hydrogen bomb  
capabilities.

In response to NATO 
actions in the 
West, including the 
rearming of  
West Germany and  
the expansion of  
the treaty organi-
zation, on May 1, 
1955, the Soviet 
Union concluded a 
military defensive 
alliance known as 
the Warsaw Pact 
with Albania, Bul-
garia, Czechoslova-
kia, East Germany, 
Hungary, Poland, 
and Romania.

In May the Soviet 
Union announced 
that it would not 
participate in the 
1984 summer Olym-
pic Games in Los 
Angeles, alleging 
poor U.S. security 
arrangements.

In response to the 
U.S. draft treaty 
presented on May 8, 
in July 1987, the 
Soviet Union pre-
sented a detailed 
draft treaty to 
reduce strategic 
nuclear arms. The 
Soviet proposal 
differed from 
that of the United 
States on several 
points, including 
no specific limits 
on warheads.

Shortly after 
Poland‘s electorate 
voted the Commu-
nists out of gover-
nment in June 1989, 
Gorbachev announced 
that the Soviet 
Union would not 
interfere with the 
internal affairs 
of the Eastern 
European countries. 
By October, Hungary 
and Czechoslovakia 
followed Poland‘s 
example, and, on 
November 9, the 
East German Gover-
nment opened the 
Berlin Wall.

The United States and the  
Soviet Union signed the  
Treaty on Peaceful Uses of 
Outer Space on January 27, 
1967. This agreement banned 
weapons of mass destruction 
from orbiting satellites, 
celestial bodies, or outer 
space.
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